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Subje ct: Re: CPRA Request 

From 

Date: 6/5/20, 1:29 PM 

To: "Caporale, Phil@P05T" <Philip.Caporale@post.ca.gov> 

CC: "Williams, Jen niter @P05T" <Jennifer.Williams@post.ca.gov>, "Sherwood, 
Elizabeth@PGST" <Elizabeth.Sherwood@post.ca.gov> 

Thanks. 

Is your statement that "the DVDs are copy protected" meant to he a 
refusal to redact non-exempt material or is it a non sequitur? If 
it's the latter can you please respond to that issue? If the former 
please note that whatever relevance your claim about copy¬ 
protectedness may have # and I doubt it has any # it's actually not 
true. The DVD is a physical container for a digital video file, 
which is just a string of bits. The bits can be copied from the DVD 
and the video redacted as the law requires. If you mean to refuse to 
do this can you please refuse explicitly and say why explicitly as 
the law requires. If it's useful to you you can see what I mean with 
respect to the last one you sent, which you can stream at the first 
link and download at the second: 

https://www.youtube,com/watch?v=bKhhc8WE4X4 

https://archive,org/download/callfornla-post- training-video-on- the- 
california-public-records-act/post_cpra_training_vldeo.mp4 


Also, like I said, if you're going to invoke 6255(a) as 
authorization for withholding records you have to have weighed the 
public interest in doing so, which you now claim is to not 
"jeopardize public and officer safety," against the public interest 
in releasing them. The interest served by withholding must CLEARLY 
outweigh the interest in releasing. 

I am starting to doubt that you did this, but if you did, can you 
please explain for each withheld video what the public interest in 
releasing it is that is so very clearly outweighed by what appears 
to be a pretty abstract and not especially plausible interest in 
protecting "public and officer safety"? The law requires this 
reasoning to be specific to specific records. 

For instance, consider the videos on crowd management and control. 
You're proposing to withhold these videos in the face of the public 
interest in understanding how California police are trained to 
handle crowds and to compare that training with the specific 
behavior of police in the face of actual crowds. 
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I can't believe anyone at POST could make that argument with a 
straight face. There is absolutely no imaginable public interest 
that outweighs the public interest in understanding every aspect of 
the training given to officers who later, just for instance, tried 
to run over unarmed people at the corner of 5th and Hill in Los 
Angeles. Is there? What is it? If you applied the 6255(a) test 
properly you must have considered this for that particular pair of 
videos. Since you already considered it it can't cost you any effort 
to tell me. 

And just yesterday the mayor of Los Angeles made national, maybe 
international, headlines by agreeing to stop entering names in 
CalGang. This is in the face of a major scandal with LAPD falsifying 
shake cards to wrongly enter names to the database. There's no 
imaginable public interest in withholding POST's gang training 
videos that could conceivably outweigh the public interest in 
understanding how officers were trained to deal with putative gang 
members given that so many of them, at least in Los Angeles, have 
gone on to break both the law and their sworn oaths in that context. 
Is there? What is it? As above you must have considered this before 
claiming a 6255(a) exemption. Why not tell me? 



On Fri, Jun 5, 2020, at 12:57 PM, Caporale, Phil@POST wrote: 

Good afternoon, 

Below is a list of DVDs that won't be released, because their release in their 
entirety would jeopardize public and officer safety pursuant to GC 6255(a). 
POST staff is currently reviewing these DVDs to determine what, if any, 
portions will be released on the public website. If any sections are deemed 
outside of GC 6255(a), they will be published on the website previously 
provided, as staff is available to do so. As II have explained in prior emails, 
the DVDs are copy protected, and were designed as an entire training 
package. 



Title 


ACTIVE SHOOTER 


ANTI-REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS CRIMES 


BAILIFF TRAINING 


CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND EXPLOITATION 


CRITICAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT (SEMS AND NIMS) 
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